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Rationale 

History teaches children to understand how events in the past have influenced their lives and 
communities today; through History we can teach children to investigate these past events 
and, by so doing, develop the skills of enquiry, analysis and interpretation. The teaching of 
History can equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift 
arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. A high-quality History education can 
inspire curiosity and fascination about the world   

Intent 

The aim of History teaching at Percy Main Primary is to stimulate the children’s interest and 
understanding of the life of people who lived in the past. We teach children a sense of 
chronology in order for them to develop a sense of identity based on their historical heritage. 
This in turn gives children a sense of identity and cultural understanding based on their 
historical heritage. At Percy Main Primary, our teaching and learning prepares and primes 
our children for their future. History forms an integral part of this curriculum; facilitating 
comprehension, enquiry and analysis. Our aim is to help pupils gain a coherent knowledge 
and understanding of past civilizations, developing skills and knowledge to compare 
civilizations. Further to this, to develop analytical and critical thinking about how the past, 
current and future link together, and develop an understanding of the chronology of key 
historical events and civilizations near and far. 

Aims: 

The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 
 

●​ know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological 
narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped 
this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world. 

●​ know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature 
of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic 
features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind. 

●​ gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as 
‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’. 

●​ understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 
consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 
connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and 
create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses. 

●​ understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used 
rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments 
and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

●​ gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, 
understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international 
history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and 
between short- and long-term timescales. 

 

Implementation 
 

 

 

 



Our History curriculum is well sequenced, rich in vocabulary and knowledge, ensuring children 
gain a deep understanding of historical methods, events and figures, as well as embedding 
key vocabulary and terminology (Tier 3 vocabulary). In addition, children are encouraged to 
develop their curiosity and understanding of the world as a whole. At Percy Main we use a 
variety of teaching and learning styles in history lessons. The principal aim is to develop the 
children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in History. 
 
Foundation Stage  
 
History is taught from Rainbows through to Reception within the specific area of 
“Understanding the World”. The children are supported in developing the knowledge, skills and 
understanding that helps them to make sense of the world. The pupils are encouraged to talk 
about their families and past and present events in their lives. They begin to gain knowledge 
and understanding of the world through: Photographs/artefacts, listening to stories and 
memories of older people, role play activities, discussing events in the past and their own 
personal lives and sequencing events to gain a sense of time.  

Key Stage 1  
 

●​ Pupils are developing an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases 
relating to the passing of time. 

●​ They know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework 
and can identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods.  

●​ They use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 
●​ They ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources 

to show that they know and understand key features of events.  
●​ They understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify 

different ways in which it is represented. 

Pupils will be taught about:   

●​ Changes within living memory. 
●​ Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally.   
●​ The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements.  

●​ Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.  

  
 
Key Stage 2  

●​ Pupils continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study.  

●​ They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the 
appropriate use of historical terms.  

●​ Children regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  

●​ They construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of 
relevant historical information.  

●​ They understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources.  

 

 

 



●​ Teachers plan to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, 
local and world history outlined below. 

●​ Teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both 
the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content.They 
will understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.  
 

Pupils should be taught about:   
●​ Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  
●​ The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain   
●​ Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots   
●​ The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 

the Confessor   
●​ A local history study  
●​ A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066 
●​ The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 

civilizations appeared and a depth study. 
●​ Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 

western world   
 
Additionally Resourced Provision  

Children in the ARP  will access a two year rolling curriculum to ensure all outcomes for their 
key stage are met within the two year cycle. In the academic year 2025/2026 outcomes from 
year two and four will be covered and following year outcomes from year one and three will be 
covered.  

 

Spaced Retrieval Practice Approach 

Our history curriculum is delivered through a series of modules which are deliberately spaced 
throughout the academic year with opportunities to introduce and revisit key concepts. This 
approach enables staff to deepen pupil understanding and embed learning. Our curriculum 
maps clearly show how our CUSP curriculum delivers (introduces and revisits) the National 
Curriculum expectations for history within and across year groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Long Term Sequence for History Year 1 to Year 6 

History 
 Autumn 

1 
Autumn 
2 

Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 
1 

Summer 
2 

Year 1 Changes 
within 
living 
memory 

Changes 
within 
living 
memory 

Lives of 
significant 
individuals 

Lives of 
significant 
individuals 

Lives of 
significant 
individuals 

Lives of 
significant 
individuals 

Year 2 Events 
beyond 
living 
memory 

Events 
beyond 
living 
memory 

Local 
History 
Study 

Local 
History 
Study 

Local 
History 
Study 

Events 
beyond 
living 
memory 

Year 3 Stone/ 
Bronze/ 
Iron Age 

Stone/ 
Bronze/ 
Iron Age 

Stone/ 
Bronze/ 
Iron Age 

Romans Romans Romans 

Year 4 Anglo 
Saxons 

Anglo 
Saxons 

Viking 
Invasion 

Viking 
Invasion 

Egyptians Egyptians 

Year 5 Ancient 
Greeks 

Ancient 
Greeks 

Ancient 
Greeks 

Ancient 
Greeks 

Maya 
Civilisation 

Maya 
Civilisation 

Year 6 Local 
History 
Study 

Local 
History 
Study 

Windrush 
Generation 

Windrush 
Generation 

Monarchs Monarchs 

 

History in the Early Years 

At Percy Main we make full use of resources within the immediate and wider local area 
enabling children to develop a deep understanding of the history of their locality. This is also 
supplemented by the choice in texts we use through our topics and planning, offering a broad 
and balanced curriculum. Through continuous provision and regular school trips we provide 
relevant and contextual learning based on the interests of the children’s learning. We aim to 
ensure that all pupils have a knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the 
wider world which helps to stimulate pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. We want 
them to talk about their experiences, ask perceptive questions, show interest, think critically, 
weigh evidence, and develop perspective and judgement. Begin to understand the complexity 
of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between 
different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. Through 
research, enquiry, play and group work, children become independent learners of history. 

 

Understanding the world  

Past and Present  

Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.  

Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class.  

Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in 
class and storytelling. 

 

 

 



People, Culture and Communities  

Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps. 

 

 

History Implementation 
Modular Approach – Knowledge 

At Percy Main Primary School, History is taught across each year group in modules that enable pupils 
to study in depth historical periods, skills and vocabulary. Each module aims to activate and build 
upon prior learning, including EYFS, to ensure better cognition and retention. Each module is 
carefully sequenced to enable pupils to purposefully layer learning from previous sessions to 
facilitate the acquisition and retention of key historical knowledge. Our teaching develops pupils’ 
‘fingertip knowledge’ of topics in order to support historical analysis and interpretation. Each module 
is revisited either later in the year or in the following year as part of a spaced retrieval practice 
method to ensure pupils retain key knowledge and information. 
 
National Curriculum objectives and how these links to prior learning are evident at the 
beginning of every module. 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

The Big Ideas 
At Percy Main we put an emphasis on sharing the big ideas with the children at the 
beginning of every module. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Substantive Concepts 
At Percy Main within the History Curriculum we teach substantive concepts - these are 
abstract ideas like democracy, invasion, migration, power that the children will encounter in 

 

 

 



different contexts throughout the History education at Percy Main. Rooting these concepts 
into our different topics builds a deeper understanding of them. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Year 2 and Year 6 definition of community 

Substantive Concepts 

 

Development of Disciplinary knowledge 

As well as ensuring pupils are taught key knowledge, each module is designed to offer 
pupils the opportunity to develop their skills as a Historian by understanding chronology, 
undertaking historical enquiry, using historical evidence and sources and making rich 
connections in their learning. 

At Percy Main Primary School, children are taught to think critically, use a wide variety of 
sources and information and connect their knowledge from all areas of the curriculum into 
their schema of knowledge. 

 

 

 

 



 

Development of Disciplinary knowledge 

 

 

Development of Disciplinary knowledge – Year 3 example 

 

 

 



 

 

Disciplinary knowledge - Year 2 worked example  

 

 

Retrieval 

As part of each lesson, pupils are given the opportunity to revisit prior learning and retrieve 
their knowledge through the use of retrieval or quiz questions. The start of each lesson will 
include 2 or 3 questions relating to the previous lesson’s learning to ensure the knowledge 
has ‘stuck’. At the end of the lesson the children will answer 2 or 3 more questions based on 
that lesson. Again, these will then form the start of the next lesson. At the end of each 
module, the children will be given a range of questions and/or activities related to the 
learning throughout the module, encouraging them to draw on prior knowledge and retrieve 

 

 

 



the information needed. This will be completed by children in their books. The results of 
these questions and/or activities are analysed by class teachers and subject lead so that 
gaps in learning can be recognised and addressed. This will then become an opportunity to 
revisit at a later date. 

 

Cumulative Quizzing Model (Supporting Cognitive Load) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minimum lesson expectations 

All history lessons will incorporate the following elements: 

•​ Big picture and clear on where lesson fits in the unit 

•​ Explicit teaching of historical vocabulary 

•​ Revisiting of prior learning 

•​ Use of historical skills: Chronology, enquiry and interpretation 

•​ Explicit teaching of historical facts/events (see knowledge organisers and knowledge 

            strips.) 
 

 

 



•​ Evidence of learning in pupil's books 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

EYFS 

At Percy Main, we want our children to have an expansive vocabulary and through teacher 
modelling and planning, children are given the opportunity to use and apply appropriate 
vocabulary. Historical language is taught and built upon with vocabulary being a focus. This 
is also encouraged through planning trips and having visitors in school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vocabulary Modules in Years 1 – 6 

Vocabulary instruction is at the heart of the curriculum and subject specific words are 
incorporated in each module. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explicit teaching of vocabulary    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explicit teaching of vocabulary    

 

 

 



 

Knowledge Organisers and Knowledge Notes 

Accompanying each module is a Knowledge Organiser which contains key vocabulary, 
information and concepts which all pupils are expected to understand and retain. Knowledge 
notes are the elaboration and detail which help pupils acquire the content of each module. 
They support vocabulary and concept acquisition through a well-structured sequence that is 
cumulative. Each Knowledge Note begins with questions that link back to the cumulative 
quizzing, focussing on key content to be learnt and understood. Knowledge Organisers and 
Knowledge Notes are dual coded to provide pupils with visual calls to aid understanding and 
recall. 

Knowledge Organisers and Knowledge Notes are referenced throughout each module. In 
addition, pupils can access at home learning platforms that are used in school e.g. 
Curriculum Visions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning using CUSP materials 

 

Lesson planning is completed with the use of a suggested lesson sequence, in conjunction 
with teacher assessment and content from the Knowledge Organisers. 

   
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tailoring for SEND 

At Percy Main we aim for all history lessons and learning questions to be accessible to all 
pupils. Pre-teaching of vocabulary provides all children with the opportunity to demonstrate an 
understanding of subject specific language. The use of dual coded Knowledge Notes and 
Organisers provide visuals to aid understanding and recall. In addition, knowledge notes can 
be edited to minimise cognitive overload, so children can use and apply their knowledge more 
easily. Sentence stems can be used where necessary to aid with written evidence. 

 

Reading 

Our History curriculum is supported by a wealth of high quality texts which support pupil’s 
learning and develop their skills in accessing information from a range of sources. Unity 
Schools Partnership are working closely with, ‘Curriculum Visions,’ to ensure that subject 
content has materials that can be accessed by pupils both in school and at home. Here are 
some examples of recommended books which link to topics taught. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



During each of our History topics we source relevant books from our local library service to 
support learning and add to classroom reading areas. 

Oracy - Voice 21 

As a Voice 21 school we intend to provide our pupils with a high quality oracy education. This 
is 'the ability to articulate ideas, develop understanding and engage with others through 
spoken language.' Oracy is both learning to and through talk. It is through talk that pupils have 
the opportunity to develop and share their understanding, through interactions with both 
teachers and peers. However, to do this effectively, pupils must also be taught to talk 
effectively, ensuring they have the necessary skills and understanding to engage in talk for 
learning. 

Through the use of Talk Tasks and purposeful planning of key questions at Percy Main we 
expect the pupils to talk as a Historian. 

Writing 

Pupils are expected to write across all areas of the curriculum with teachers modelling how to 
write purposefully in each subject. All writing should feature History objectives rather than 
English objectives. 

 

History in the Early Years 

   

 

 

 

 

Immersive Experiences/Trips 

Year 2 trip to Newcastle Castle and the Quayside (the site of the Great Fire of 
Newcastle and Gateshead). 

     

 

Year 4 trip to Beamish – The Living Museum of the North 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 



Continuous Professional Development 

All staff have undergone CPD in Rosenshine Retrieval Practice and planning the wider 
curriculum through the use of Knowledge Notes. This has supported the development of the 
wider curriculum. 

In addition to this, staff have accessed planning sessions with Alex Bedford (author of CUSP) 
to support them in effectively planning sequences of work using the materials provided within 
the modules. 

 

How do we measure the impact of history teaching? 

Cumulative assessment activities. 

Class teachers use continuous assessment through retrieval questions, sequenced quizzing 
and planned activities to give pupils the opportunity to share their knowledge and demonstrate 
retention of information across a module of learning. One assessment method involves 
organising pupils into small groups to discuss teacher led questions. Pupils are encouraged to 
refer to their own learning in books, to answer questions on topics taught, and build on the 
answers given by others. This can give class teachers and subject lead opportunities to 
assess how much pupils have gained and retained across the module taught. 

History work is regularly assessed through teacher’s live marking and with regular verbal 
feedback on pupils’ successes and development areas within and across modules. Teachers 
also use results of quizzes and planned assessment activities to adapt learning and close 
gaps. 

The Subject Leader and SLT Team also use learning walks and pupil book studies as effective 
monitoring techniques. 

 

Pupil Book Study 

At Percy Main we measure the impact of our curriculum through Pupil Book Study. It improves 
pupil outcomes by providing the subject leader with a toolkit that aids monitoring and 
evaluating the curriculum. 

Closed book and purposeful questioning allows pupils to talk about what they have learnt; 
prompts such as images and vocabulary are used to scaffold the discussion. 

Open books then allow for the subject lead to assess the recall of the pupils with what has 
been taught. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Examples of a Sequence of Learning 

Year 1 Changes within living memory – Our Community 

 

 

  

 

Year 1 – Lives of significant individuals 

   

In the Summer Term, Year 1 pupils start to use their own books to record their responses. Here 
we can see pupils attempting to summarise and order the achievements of Neil Armstrong, Mae 
Jemison and Bernard Harris Jr, deciding which they think is the most important to least 
important. Following on from this, pupils apply their knowledge by recording their response to a 
more open ended question which requires reflection on a person’s character. A retrieval activity 
is also evidence showing the reflective structure of learning within History lessons. 

 

Sequence of Learning 

Year 6 – Local History Study 

 

Year 6 – Windrush Generation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


